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We all want to live in safe and stable 
neighborhoods.

We want our neighbors to get help if 
they’re struggling with homelessness, 
mental health issues, or drug use.
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VOTE NO ON PROPOSITION 36!



The big corporations and prison lobby are 
behind Prop 36. They are putting profit and 

political power over the health of our 
communities.

“The ballot measure campaign, which has raised at 
least $5.4 million as of early April, is mostly funded 
by large retailers. It has received $2.5 million from 
Walmart, $1 million from Home Depot and $500,000 
from Target.”

Source: Coalition to submit 900,000 signatures to 
put tough-on-crime initiative on California ballot
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https://ca.news.yahoo.com/coalition-submit-900-000-signatures-185059348.html
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/coalition-submit-900-000-signatures-185059348.html


Proposition 36
Official Title: Allows Felony Charges and Increases 

Sentences for Certain Drug and Theft Crimes

Prop 36 calls for longer prison sentences 
for low-level drug and theft offenses.



More people in prison for low-level 
offenses

People in prison for longer for 
low-level offenses

More money to the prison system, 
further straining tight budgets

Less funding for successful 
treatment and housing programs
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Prop 36 
would put–



We deserve real solutions. 
Prop 36 is NOT it.



What would  Prop 36 
destroy?
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Californians voted to shorten 
prison sentences for certain 
low-level offenses because 
over-filling prisons was harmful, 
expensive, and ineffective.
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Because of the 2014 law, California saved $800 million and used 
it to fund programs that help people turn their lives around.
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substance use 
and mental 

health 
treatment

housing and 
homelessness 

prevention

workforce 
development 
and training

victim services
K-12 violence 

prevention 
programs

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TGEF-HQ0Y-EltkfVQDwU-XIUPE9Gbr2J/view
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY
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10,000+ 
people served by 
these programs
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90% 
people in these programs 
did not get new criminal 

convictions

$110 million 
received

programs that keep kids in 
school and help people find 

housing, treatment, and jobs

When studied 
after 6 years:

Cost to incarcerate 10,000 people for a year: $1.3 billion

https://calmatters.org/justice/2024/01/california-prison-cost-per-inmate/



Why vote no on Prop 36?
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Reason #1:

Prop 36 would cost taxpayers tens of 
billions of dollars in new incarceration costs.
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Over the next 10 years, 
Prop 36 would send:
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↑ 1.5 million 
more people 

to prison

↑ 100,000+ 
more people 

to jail 



If Prop 36 passes,
over the next 10 years:

CA already spends 
$15 billion a year on 
prisons and jails.

$26 billion more on prisons

$13 billion more on court costs

$10 billion more on jails
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Even 24 hours in jail is destabilizing and makes 
someone more likely to be arrested again in the future.
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mental and 
physical health 

issues

loss of 
community and 

family 
relationships

job loss and 
diminished work 

opportunities in the 
long run

loss of housing

loss of child 
custody

immigration related 
complications



Reason #2:

Prop 36 would defund services 
proven to turn people’s lives around.
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Prop 36 means spending tens of 
billions more on prison costs over the 
next decade instead of solving 
important issues, like fighting 
homelessness, addressing climate 
change, or funding more healthcare and 
treatment workers across the state.
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Over the next 10 years, 
Prop 36 would take away:

$750 million from the state’s most 
successful drug treatment and 
homelessness prevention programs

$300 million from services for 
survivors of crime

$10 million from school-based 
violence prevention programs

Less $ for 
services that 
make us safer
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Prop 36 would decrease funding for 
much-needed drug treatment
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https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/editorials/article/california-drug-treatment-18334661.php



Reason #3:

Prop 36 would make homelessness worse.
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We need to make it 
easier not harder to 
get people housed.

Jail and prison make 
it harder.
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Formerly 
incarcerated 
people

~10x 
more likely to 
be homeless

People who 
are unhoused

11x 
more likely to be 
arrested than 
people with 
stable housing



Reason #4:

Prop 36 will not solve retail theft.
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California already has 
one of the harshest laws 
in the country on retail 
theft.

Research says making 
them harsher won’t help.
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Reason #5:

Prop 36 will put more 
Black and Latinx Californians 

in jail and prison.
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Black and Latinx Californians 
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66%  
of people in jails

47% 
of the state’s 

population

74% 
of people in 

prison 
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According to research, 
people of color more often 
receive harsher 
punishments.

For example, even though 
data shows that white 
people shoplift more than 
Black people, young Black 
people are arrested for 
shoplifting at higher rates.
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Let's get on the right track by voting NO on Prop 36 
and investing our tax dollars in real solutions for 

health, safety, and stability instead.
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Your voice matters!

Commit to voting NO ON Prop 36.

Learn more about the ballot initiative and share 
what you learn with others in your community.

Encourage your local elected officials to 
commit to voting no on Prop 36.



Questions & 
Answers



Thank You!


