LARRP October 2021 Newsletter
Restoring People! Rebuilding Community! Reshaping the Nation!

Become a Member Today!

Subscribe to our Newsletter

Support our work, and gain access to the special
Members Only page
New and Ongoing JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Message from Troy Vaughn * LARRP Meetings * LARRP In the Public Eye * October Spotlight - Policy * Regional
Committee Updates * Ad Hoc Committee on Public Safety * Information and Opportunities * Community Events *
Recurring Clinics and Workshops * News * Reports
Make sure you click "view entire message" when you come to the bottom of the email so you can see all the September
events and some of the important new reports and news stories that have come out in the last month

Message from LARRP Executive Director
California has a
myriad of issues that
it faces today; and
chief among them is
homelessness.
This is largely
promoted by the daily
encroachment in our
lives. There are tens of
thousands of people
living in encampments in cities large and small across the
state; and many of them have criminal records.

It appears that most of the funding will go to local
governments. At first glance this would give us pause, but
Governor Newsom also signed a new bill into law that will,
for the first time, give the state more say over how local
governments spend that money. Newsom signed a law
authored by Assemblywoman Luz Rivas, a Democrat
from Arleta, that creates a new governing body to dole out
up to $2 billion in homelessness funding to local
governments.

Gov. Gavin Newsom signed seven new laws on
Wednesday aimed at addressing the state's
homelessness crisis, pleading with a skeptical public to

The California Interagency Council on Homelessness,
which replaces an existing homelessness council, will
include the directors of half a dozen state agencies that
must review and approve local governments' plans for
spending the money. It appears that their main focus will
be to appropriately tackle the homeless issue from a
health lens.

have patience as the nation's wealthiest and most

Our hope at LARRP is that this new body will also

populous state struggles to keep people off the streets.
The nexus between housing and criminal justice
reform is clear one. As more formerly incarcerated
individuals return to their communities, the Los Angeles
Regional Reentry Partnership (LARRP) has a growing
concern about how they will fare upon reentry. While
Coordinate Entry Systems (CES) have proven to be
effective in creating a critical response mechanism that
ensure access to affordable housing, its one criticism
among reentry providers is that excludes the reentry
population that is largely connected to homelessness.
Resources, especially for affordable housing, are already
scarce in low-income communities where formerly
incarcerated persons typically return. Because of their
criminal records, justice-involved individuals face
additional barriers in accessing affordable housing,
putting them at risk of homelessness and subsequent
recidivism.
In the past three years, California has spent more than
$2.4 billion of state and federal money on a handful of
major homelessness programs, with most of it going to
local governments for things like leasing hotels and
motels for housing the homeless during the pandemic. We
commend the leadership in the State, for understanding
that resources are needed.
California's budget this year includes about $7.4 billion to
pay for 30 housing and homelessness programs,
according to an analysis by the nonpartisan Legislative
Analyst's Office. The budget commits about $12 billion for
homelessness programs over the next two years.

recognize that new programs should be included to
address the feeder into the homeless system itself. We
have already spent an enormous about of resources
attacking the issue from one side, but we understand that
this is multifaceted issues that requires a multifaceted
approach.
We are at a historical moment in our history. Federal and
state lawmakers are now reexamining sentencing policies
that have proven to be overly punitive and harmful to
families and communities, and they are working towards
comprehensive criminal justice reform. It appears that we
have a state Government in place that has the will to
continue the laid-out path of true reform, but barriers to
housing and needed resources still exist.
Our hope is that the work of The California Interagency
Council on Homelessness will include reducing these
barriers by requiring local communities to include in their
plans clearer reforming screening policies and providing
additional housing resources, large-scale efforts to
reduce the State’s prison population. Unless this is
achieved, we are likely to see an even greater result of an
unmet demand for housing, potentially undermining the
potential success of the unprecedented promise of these
7 new pieces of legislation.
LARRP strongly believes that including the formerly
incarcerated in any housing plan will ultimately lead to
more cost savings resulting from lowering incarceration
rates. The funds saved could conceivable be redirected to
the communities to which justice-involved individuals will
return to ensure their successful transition to life outside
of incarceration.
Onward and Upward
Pastor Troy

LARRP Committee Meetings and Events
Education Committee:
October 7, 2021,

October General Meeting

4:00PM - 5:30 PM

Thursday, October 21, 2021

Register Education

Employment Committee

10:00 AM - 11:30

REGISTER - General Meeting

Wednesday, October 20, 2021
2:00 PM to 3:30 PM
Getting Talent Back to Work Webinar
The presenters will discuss the value of second
chance talent in the workplace. Specifically, Branden
Butler from the California Department of Fair
Employment and Housing will present on the Fair
Chance Act and Genevieve Rimer from the Center for

Integrated Health Committee
October Meeting Cancelled!!
Next meeting:
November 1, 2021

Employment Opportunities will present on the talent
lifecycle and will provide best practices on how to
transform workplace processes and culture.

1:00 pm
REGISTER Integrated Health

Register Employment

Housing Committee:
Thursday, November 18, 2021
1:30 PM-2:30 PM

Register Housing

LARRP in the Public Eye
The LARPP Team has been receiving a lot of public attention lately. We will highlight a few things here:

Lynne Lyman, LARRP Cofounder and Steering
Committee Member has been all over the news with
District Attorney George. Gascon’s announcement of
the dismissal of another 60,000 cannabis convictions
under Prop 64, and filed an order for the sealing of all
125,000 cannabis convictions for county residents

See LARRP Executive Director Troy Vaughn in
action at the Atlantic Festival

Scroll down to the featured news article below and see
her speaking at the press conference HERE. Lynne
begins speaking at 7:30

Amanda Cowen, chair of the Integrated Health
committee at LARRP, has been nominated by Supervisor
Sheila Kuehl to the County of Los Angeles Commission
on Alcohol and Other Drugs.
Amanda has extensive experience in substance use and
prevention, implementing accessible treatment programs
and decreasing stigma through education. In her role at
Clare Matrix, Amanda has engaged with over 200
community organizations, trained over 3500 individuals in
various facets of substance use and has continuously
worked on health equity. As part of LARRP, Amanda has
been dedicated to improving systems of care for mental
and physical health of the reentry population. We are
excited to show her support.

CLICK HERE
Returning Citizens Stimulus Program
And make sure to scroll down to the bottom of the
newsletter under Reports, to see the evaluation of the
program which has just been published

October Spotlight
Policy Updates and ACTION!
Call to Action

Despite the large number of powerful bills the governor has just signed into action he has not yet signed the
8 bills we have championed.
Here are the bills he has signed:
Governor Newsom Signs Legislation 10.1.21
Governor Newsom Signs Legislation 9.30.21

SCRIPT:
"I am reaching out in support of the Los Angeles
Regional Reentry Partnership’s policy priorities, and I
implore you to sign into law the bills listed below. They
represent many important issues to the justiceinvolved community, and as a strong advocate and
champion for those who have experienced the criminal
justice system, these bills are very important to me.
AB 118 (Kamlager)- Community-based
funding for emergency services
AB 292 (Stone)- Prison Credit Realignment
AB 333 (Kamlager)- Reduction of gang
sentencing enhancements
AB 717/SB 629 (Stone/Roth)- Establishes
CDCR and DMV requirements to provide ID
cards to the incarcerated community
SB 71 (McGuire)- Educational Diversion in
addition to community service diversion
opportunities
SB 73 (Wiener)- Deletes mandatory
minimums and other laws relating to drug
use
SB 416 (Hueso)- Incarcerated Students Bill
of Rights
SB 483 (Allen)- Reduction and readjudication
of sentencing enhancements

We are asking you to reach out to his office
one last time this year to beg the governor to
sign them BEFORE OCTOBER 10!!!
Either call (916) 445-2841
or go to this website.
The following script can be read or copy/pasted
into the window after selecting the “Legislation
Issues/Concerns” option as your subject on the
website, and clicking the “pro” option on the next
page.
Your continued advocacy will help us tell Governor
Newsom that the justice-involved community has a
large following of dedicated and passionate
advocates who will continue to champion our slate
of bills.
Please feel free to change or alter the script based on
your personal experiences with the system, other
organizations, or any other pertinent information you
may have to nudge the governor to sign these bills into
law.

This slate of bills has passed through the various
hurdles of the state legislature, and represent
important steps toward decarceration and reaffirming
humane treatment for those who are currently in the
carceral system. I implore you to sign these bills into
law and ensure that the hard work done by community
advocates and organizations like LARRP is seen
through to the end. Our state can become a beacon of
light to how the rest of the nation addresses the
justice-impacted community, and lead the way for
progressive and sensible reforms. Thank you.”

Policy Update
By October 10th, we will know which bills the Governor
has signed or vetoed, and can begin to plan our 2022
legislative cycle to incorporate any legislation that did not
make the cut this year.

We would also like to take this opportunity to remind you
to sign up for our next LARRP Policy Workshop,
“Lobbying 101 with LARRP”.

Going forward, our policy team will be looking at the work

Americans for Justice will be providing extensive training
on how to correctly and legally engage in lobbying and

done this year, and how we can begin to brainstorm
policy ideas and proposals for the 2022 cycle. If you have
any policy ideas or proposals you would like us to
consider, please let our Policy and Legal Coordinator

advocacy while also going over reporting requirements for
nonprofit organizations. If you are part of a small
organization that has not begun to engage in lobbying or
advocacy because you are unsure what you are able to

Charles know by reaching out at
charles@lareentry.org.

do legally, or how to collect and report your activities, this
is a vital workshop to attend!

We will also be taking our LEADERS into the policy space
by providing them specialized extended policy workshops
and trainings to ensure they are effective advocates
within their community. LARRP is working to make sure
the 2022 legislative year is a space to take the lessons
learned and continue to grow our advocacy thanks to you
and the work you have helped put in.

We encourage you to register today for this free
workshop and learn more about how you and your
organization can begin to champion policy work and
positive change.

LARRP Regional Committee Updates
Pomona Reentry Regional
Partnership of LARRP
We are so exited to see our vision of Regional
LARRP satellites begin to manifest and grow
and thrive!
Congratulations on your gorgeous new website!

https://www.larrp.com

The LARRP Ad Hoc Committee
on Public Health and Safety
We have a crisis of epidemic
proportions, and it is communitybased violence. The reality of
this crisis is all too apparent, and
it has already begun to encroach
upon our Reentry work, (as we
see in Sheriff Villanova's
reference to the role that
Proposition 47 has played in “…
not holding anyone
accountable.”)
As we spoke about last month,
LARRP is actively developing an
Ad Hoc committee that will be housed within our
Integrated Health Committee to convene thinkers, doers,
and interested parties to work in a collaborative spirit to
address this critical issue of community-based violence.

Since the announcement, I have convened various
groups and leaders in the community violence work to
share their perspectives and insights on how we can
contribute to the effort of impacting the level of growing
violence in our communities. More details to come, we
anticipate having a fully functional Ad Hoc Committee
established by the beginning of the year. Currently, state,
county, and local leaders in the violence interruption work
have expressed their willingness to join forces with our
efforts.
In the meantime, the simplest contribution that you can
make to effect positive change is “if you see something,
say something.” Our community’s growth is in our hands.
Elder Joe Paul, Managing Director, The Los Angeles
Regional Reentry Partnership
Sign Up!

Information and Opportunities
California Mental
Health and Substance
Abuse Hotlines
If you or someone you love needs help, please call
whichever hotline is most suitable, and please call
today.
California 2-1-1

As a Californian resident, simply dialing 211 leads to
an entire network of free and confidential assistance.
California 2-1-1 offers free counseling, treatment
programs, free information on mental health and
substance abuse, as well as legal services and much
more.

Seeking Participants For Study On
Criminal Records
Third Party Administrators (TPAs)
Needed To Direct Care First
Community Investments
The Board of Supervisors approved an
unprecedented $187.7 million spending package to
advance the county's care first, jails last vision with a
series of direct community investments and funding
for alternatives to incarceration—accelerating the
process of creating a more just and equitable Los
Angeles County for all residents.
As part of the package, known as the Care First
Community Investment (formerly Measure J), more
than $60 million will be allocated to direct community
investments and many of those programs will be
administered by a third party administrator(s) (TPA)
with direct ties to the community.
The County is seeking qualified applicants to serve as
the TPA(s).

The Impact of Automated Record Clearance on
Individuals, Families, and Communities
$40 Compensation Will Be Provided
Interviews will last approximately 45-60 minutes and
be conducted via phone or video.
For questions, email the study team
at cacannabisstudy@gmail.com or text us at (669)
696-3967
SIGN UP

CLICK HERE for more information and to apply .

Cerritos College
An uplifting announcement for those impacted by the
Criminal Justice System. Cerritos College has a great
program to provide tangible resources and financial
support for current or future students who are
currently under supervision with the Los Angeles
County Department of Probation. Those interested in
learning more please contact: Mark Gambala,
at Mgambala@cerritos.edu.

October
Housing Rights
in Your City
Learn how your city is protecting tenants and
landlords during the COVID-19 pandemic. Join one of
HRC's online workshops to learn the rights you have,
where you live.
CLICK HERE

REDF Accelerator Application Now
Open!
Do you lead a mission-driven business that hires and
provides support to individuals striving to build a
better life and overcome employment barriers? Are
you ready to expand your network, extend your
reach, and increase your impact? Apply to join the
REDF Accelerator, a five month "mini-MBA" program
designed exclusively for leaders of employment
social enterprises.
The application for our next cohort - which begins on
January 24, 2022 - is open now through Friday,
October 22.
APPLY NOW

Do you work with
Individuals with
Substance Use
Disorder who are Incarcerated or have
been Formerly Incarcerated?
Join Our FREE Learning Collab, Receive Over $8K,
and Pioneer an Evidenced-Informed Curriculum about
the Chronic Nature of Addiction. Reach out to Mikayla
Bobrow at mbobrow@caiglobal.org to get started
today!
Activities begin October 2021. We are registering
interested organizations on a rolling basis. Dates
subject to change

Project Return Peer Support Network
PRPSN Is Seeking To: Build Relationships For ReEntry & Bilingual Peers In Service Areas 6 And 7. We
Are Currently Ready To Offer: Peer
Facilitated Support Groups
For further information and to schedule a presentation
for your staff and/or members please contact: Maria
(Mari) Rodriguez, Reentry Specialist. Cell: 323-7943190. Email: mrodriguez@prpsn.org. PRPSN also
wishes to establish relationships with programs at reentry and/or behavioral social service organizations.

INCUBATION
ACADEMY
The ATI Office opened
applications for its
Incubation Academy.
The academy provides training, funding and technical
assistance to new and existing community-based
organizations, especially those run by Black, Latinx,
and justice involved individuals.
The Incubation Academy builds capacity to deliver
prevention and intervention service to justice involved
individuals in their communities, giving judicial officers
an alternative to incarceration in communities with the
greatest needs.

Bringing Incarcerated Survivors into the
#MeToo Movement
Incarcerated survivors can’t share their #MeToo
stories through social media. That’s why JDI worked
with people living in two South Carolina women’s
prisons, along with artist Cathy Salser, to create
#PrisonersToo — an art installation through which
incarcerated people can tell their stories to each other
and to the outside world.
Now it’s your turn. The power of #MeToo — and
#Prisoners Too — is that when survivors tell their
stories, others can respond with support, along with
stories of their own.
MORE INFO

CLICK HERE TO APPLY

Community Events
Resisting the Growth of E-Carceration
Tues., Oct. 5
2:00 PM
[“e-carceration” = electronic monitoring]
Electronic monitoring is expanding rapidly. ICE is

putting more people on monitors; authorities in Cook,
Los Angeles and Marion (IN) and many other
counties have escalated the use of ankle shackles as
a supposed form of decarceration. Pretrial reform
measures are having to confront the influence of EM
among legislators and law enforcement.: Speakers
include Justice L.A. coordinator Ivette Alé.
REGISTER HERE

100 Black Men of Los Angeles'
40th Anniversary Virtual Gala!
October 23, 2021
5:00 - 7:00 PM

CFCI Advisory Committee Meeting
October 7, 2021,
4:00 PM

This will be a special night as we will be highlighting
the work that we have done over the past 40 years in
the City of Los Angeles. Our goal for this evening is to
raise money for the children we support in the Los
Angeles area as well as honor some important
people and companies that are in line with our overall
mission. Forty years of serving the Los Angeles
community is quite an accomplishment. We hope you
can join us!
MORE INFO

REGISTER

Community Safety through Racial
Justice Learning Series
Prevention Institute will facilitate a three-part bimonthly learning series for local health jurisdictions
and their community and government partners on
applying racial justice principles and practices to build
community safety.
Nov 16, 2021 11:00 AM
MORE INFO AND REGISTER

We update our website DAILY with new events of
interest to our Community. It is perhaps the most
complete calendar of such events. Please visit
frequently as events so often come in at the last
minute.

Adopt A Bike Program

And if you have an event or an announcement please send it our way! info@LAreentry.org

October 15, 2021, 10AM-1PM
Inglewood, Ca

Upcoming Events!

To Register For A Free Bike
CLICK HERE

Member Newswire
Recurring Workshops and Clinics

Please visit our website and scroll past Partner Events for

NEW!

a growing list of recurring workshops and clinics!

Legal Clinics
hosted by the Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles
(LAFLA) and the D.O.O.R.S team

DOORS Community
Reentry Center
Orientations

Expungement and Early Termination of
Probation Workshop: Every 1st Wednesday of

Every Thursday
2:00 - 3:00 PM

the Month at 1:00pm (More Info)
Citations/Tickers Workshop: Every 2nd
Wednesday of the Month at 10:00am (More
Info)
Fair Chance Hiring Workshop: Every 4th
Wednesday of the Month at 1:00pm (More
Info)
Questions: Call D.O.O.R.S Center reception desk at
323-730-4442

Download Flyer

Make sure to check out the DOZENS of new jobs on
our website. These jobs are constantly updated!
Visit our website

In the NEWS
Feature News Story
This month we feature one of the many news
articles featuring an interview with LARRP
Cofounder and member of the Steering Committee,
Lynne Lyman. The fruits of years of tireless
activism!

Column: Great news for victims of
L.A.'s drug war: Your cannabis
convictions will soon vanish
LA Times, By Robin Abcarian Columnist, Sept. 29,
2021
READ HERE

Watch the DA Press Conference, Lynne
Lyman begins speaking at 7:30

“This is a new day,” said Lynne Lyman, a criminal
justice reform activist who is also a co-author of
Proposition 64. “People take it for granted that L.A. is a
liberal place, but that hasn’t always been so.”

And there is also the important issue of what is called
“community repair.”

...“The biggest issues are capitalism and greed,” said
Lyman. “You are working against a market force that is
tremendous.” In places such as South L.A., she said,
predatory investors put out flyers offering $5,000 to

Proposition 64 created the California Community
Reinvestment Grants Program, which is funded with
$50 million a year in state cannabis tax revenue.
(State officials said last month that the state collected
$817 million in cannabis taxes in the 2020-2021 fiscal
year; that amount does not include the revenue

partner with someone who could qualify for a social
equity license. And then, she said, “in three years,
under the right of first refusal, the ‘investors’ get to buy
the company,” forcing out the original applicant.
“This has happened to tons of people,” Lyman said.
“There are so many people being taken advantage of.”
Still, we cannot overlook some of legalization’s
greatest successes.

collected by cities and counties.)
Last year, in L.A. County alone, 23 organizations were
awarded about $12 million in state money, in amounts
between $240,000 and $900,000.
“This is one of the beautiful, untold positive stories of
Prop. 64,” Lyman said.

Besides wiping the slate clean for those convicted of
pot crimes, Lyman said, no one is in jail or prison in
California on pot charges alone. Since Proposition 64
took effect, she told me, nearly 12,000 people have
been released.

More news....
How a Black lawmaker from L.A.
won a ‘mammoth fight’ to oust bad
cops
LA Times, By Anita Chabria Oct. 1, 2021
SACRAMENTO — In 2019, Fouzia Almarou was
speaking at a police reform rally at Rowley Park in
Gardena when a man she didn’t know made her a
promise she didn’t quite trust.
Gardena police had shot Almarou’s son, Kenneth Ross
Jr., at the park a year earlier, and she was marking the
one-year “angel-versary” of his death.
State Sen. Steven Bradford, who grew up in the
neighborhood as part of the first Black family on his
block, told the mourning mom that he was going to
change California law in the name of her lost son. He
would make sure that officers with questionable pasts
couldn’t jump from one job to the next to avoid
accountability.
READ MORE

L.A. County D.A. to dismiss 60,000 past
marijuana convictions
LA Times By James Queally, Sept. 27, 2021
The nation’s largest prosecutor’s office is moving to
dismiss roughly 60,000 marijuana convictions, the
latest step to undo what some reform advocates
consider the damage caused by narcotics
enforcement carried out before Californians voted to
legalize marijuana.
READ MORE

Rise in California homicides echoes
the nation, but state fares better in
violent crime, FBI stats show
La Times, By Richard Winton, Sept. 27, 2021
California’s 31% jump in homicides in 2020 reflected a
national trend that saw the largest one-year increase
since the FBI began collecting numbers in the 1960s,
the bureau said Monday.
READ MORE

LA Sheriff Trashes RAND Report On
Deputy Gangs, Refuses Subpoena To
Talk To LASD Oversight Commission,
& Claims That County Counsel’s Legal
Opinion On Deputy Gangs Is
Laughable.
Witness LA, September 22, 2021 by Celeste

Fremon

Gov. Newsom approves sweeping
reforms to law enforcement in
California

READ MORE

LA Times, By Patrick Mcgreevy, Sept. 30, 2021
SACRAMENTO — More than a year after George
Floyd’s death, Gov. Gavin Newsom signed a stack of
bills on Thursday aimed at holding California law
enforcement officers accountable for misconduct and
restricting uses of force that have resulted in death
and injury.
READ and WATCH

Is the Window for System
Change Closing?
The Crime Report, By Jamila
Hodge, September 30, 2021
READ MORE

Community Violence Interventions—
Not More Police—Are the Future of
Public Safety
Vera Institute of Justice, By Nazish Dholakia and
Daniela Gilbert, September 01, 2021
CVI programs safely and effectively reduce violence
without relying on more police.
READ MORE

Newsom Signs Dozens of Affordable
Housing Bills Into Law
Newsom said California is cutting red tape and
investing state dollars to build 84,000 new housing
units
NBC News, By Melissa Colorado, September 28,
2021
WATCH

REPORTS
Eligible, but excluded: A guide to
removing the barriers to jail voting
Prison Policy Initiative by Ginger Jackson-Gleich and
Rev. Dr. S. Todd Yeary
While people in state or federal prison generally cannot
vote, most people in local jails can, although numerous
barriers prevent them from doing so.

READ MORE

The first evaluation of the Returning
Citizens Stimulus project has been
published!
LARRP played a large role in implementing this
program.
A few highlights:
Despite launching RCS on a large scale with
almost no time for planning, the program operated
smoothly overall. A notable achievement,
particularly in the context of the pandemic.
Participants reported that RCS helped them feel
some level of financial stability in the period
following incarceration. Most said that they spent
the RCS funds on essential expenses such as rent,
groceries, and clothing, and on personal care to
prepare themselves for employment.
Participants said RCS helped them find, secure,
and maintain employment, partly because of the
built-in connection to existing reentry programs and
partly because it gave them money needed to
prepare for working.

Op-Ed: Now That The 2020 FBI Crime
Stats Report Has Been Released, What
Are The Most Useful Takeaways?
WitnessLA, September 28, 2021
Editor’s note: On Monday, September 27, the FBI
released the 2020 edition of its annual “Crime in the
United States” report, which showed that, for the first time
in four years, the estimated number of violent crimes in
the nation increased when compared with the previous
year’s statistics. In 2020, violent crime was up 5.6 percent
from the 2019 number.
READ MORE

