LARRP Monthly Newsletter: July 2020

Restoring People! Rebuilding Community! Reshaping the Nation!

Become a Member Today!

Support our work, and gain access to the special
Members Only page

Visit our COVID19 Page

Subscribe to our Newsletter

Join us on Zoom!

Dear LARRP Family,

in the reentry space, just to name a few.

cannot physically be in the same space.

Onward and Upward Together,
Troy Vaughn
Executive Director

A message from LARRP Executive Director Troy Vaughn

We know this is a challenging time for our community to stay connected. Before COVID-19, our strength centered on our
ability to convene and coalesce around issues of mass incarceration, bail reform, resource allocation and overall justice

When COVID-19 hit, | wasn’t sure how it would impact our work together. I'm overjoyed to say that our virtual platform
meetings have been a bright spot in helping us connect with others locally and throughout the state in ways we could
not have imagined a few months ago. From our virtual discussions in our issue committees, to the moderated
conversations in our larger general meetings, we have proven that the work is not stopped or diminished because we

It is our spirits and passion for the work that connect us. | am heartened and inspired everyday by your tireless
commitment to our work, and look forward to our continued pursuit of reparations, and full restoration for our returning
brothers and sisters. It will take more than a virus - be it COVID-19 or racism - to stop us.

LARRP MEETINGS and EVENTS

LARRP General Meeting

July 23rd
10:00am-11:30am

Register in advance for this meeting. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.

REGISTER - General Meeting

Education Committee Meeting

July 16th
4:00pm-5:30pm

Register in advance for this meeting. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.

REGISTER- Education

Integrated Health Committee
Meeting

July 7th

2:00pm

Register in advance for this meeting. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.

Employment Committee Meeting
via Zoom

July 29th
2:00 pm

Register in advance for this meeting:

After registering, you will receive a confirmation
email containing information about joining the
meeting.


https://www.lareentry.org/about-larrp/membership/
https://www.lareentry.org/coronavirus-updates/
mailto:newsletter@Lareentry.org
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJckcOmoqTkqH9BObcHzRmkBjVUL4VdQ-AMo
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAkdeCopzwpGtD69WHHkvdqV3gJ0pQpDmvf
https://files.constantcontact.com/a7fba810201/dd55a1cb-8b98-454c-a8c0-f251e5fbd10e.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/a7fba810201/8d9e04d5-a5f0-4c9c-af4b-38abf07d5fba.pdf

Housing Committee

July 16th
1:00pm

Register in advance for this meeting:

After registering, you will receive a confirmation
email containing information about joining the

meeting.
REGISTER - Housing

Last month's Employment Committee Meeting was a
special presentation on “Making the Business Case
to Employers”. If you missed it, there is a recording
HERE and the password is 9F+6raS6

Register - Employment

This year LARRP has selected 10 pieces of
legislation for priority support and tracking as they
make their way through the California Legislature.

Please help us advocate for each of them! Stay tuned for
coming action alerts.

View the LARRP 2020 state policy priorities

Update on one of LARRP's policy
priorities

On June 24th, the California State Senate passed
Assembly Constitutional Amendment (ACA) 6, which
would restore voting rights to over 50,000 Californians
after release from prison. ACA 6, authored by
Assemblymember Kevin McCarty (D-Sacramento),
passed with a 28-9 vote in the Senate, receiving the
two-thirds required for a constitutional amendment. The
bill also passed the Assembly with a two-thirds majority
in September of 2019. It will now go before voters on the
November 2020 ballot.

Watch a video of the June LARRP

General Meeting if you missed it!
LARRP's June 25th General Meeting focused on an
exciting and informative discussion on the emerging
role of the prosecutor is, post-civil unrest with
George Floyd, featuring District Attorney Candidate,
George Gascon, Los Angeles City Attorney, Mike
Furor, Former District Attorney Candidate, Rachel
Rossi.

If you missed it - you can watch a recording HERE
Password 6x=4&f$o

VICTORY FOR VOTING

California Legislature Passes
ACA 6 to #FreeTheVote!

The fight continues at the ballot this November!
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Pass Pass at

the Ballot
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™EVOTE

Pass
Assembly Senate

Follow-up to recent Urgent Action

Thanks to all LARRP members who took action on the recent Reform LA
Jails petition to call on CA Attorney General Xavier Becerra to open an
independent investigation into recent hangings of Black men in our North

County desert communities.

Long term support and relentless attention is needed to fight decades of
entrenched racism and discriminatory policing practices by the LA Sheriff in e Ch 5531

the Antelope Valley. Read Story In The Guardian

To that end, please spread the word and turn out for the upcoming July

JULY 15, 2020 R

6PM - 8PM =
MARIE KERR PARK COMMUNITY
ROOM
2728 st Rancho Vista Sovlovars

TOWN HALL MEETING

15th Town Hall of the combined Lancaster and Palmdale Community - P o

Advisory Committees, which monitor the federal DOJ settlement

agreement over racially biased policing in the AV.
Download Flyer

+ Q&Ato Discuss
Community Concerns

& YOUR VIEWS +
« YOUR EXPERIENCES » YOUR IDEAS +

July Spotlight

LARRP is Participating in the Returning Citizens Stimulus Program

LARRP was fortunate to be included in a new program to
get recently released people privately funded stimulus
stipends. This excellent new program out of the Center
for Employment Opportunities, seeks to support
individuals who have been released from incarceration in
the past 12 months and are unemployed or



https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUvcOmoqj0sH9xeK2uvjXSKH6Zeja1wx6FV
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https://ceoworks.org/

underemployed. Program participants must enroll with a
reentry employment provider and meet certain criteria
and milestones over a 60 day period while receiving up
to $2,750 to spend as they need.

Center for Employment Opportunities has raised millions
of dollars to get these much needed stipends to
thousands of people in reentry all over the country. Here
is a slightly shortened story submitted by RCS program
participant David Smith:

“I would like to start this letter off by telling you a little
about me. | was in prison for just about 42 years, from

19 years old till 60 years old, for a mistake | made when |
was a kid. We all make mistakes, its just some of us pay
a little more for our mistakes. | am one that paid 42
years for mine. Now that | am in the free world, | am
going to do all that | can to not go back to prison. | go to
NIA, AA, and self help classes to better myself as a
person. This is key to staying out. | GOT OUT OF
PRISON!!"

David Smith proud of his bike purchase

"From Day 1, the staff at Center for Living and
Learning helped me, first to get my California ID, social
security card and other items. And with the first deposit
of the RCS stimulus money, they helped me open an
account at Wells Fargo to put it in. | am happy to have
them in my life and grateful to this new program. Thank
you for helping me fit back into the free world. Thank you
from the bottom of my heart.”

Information and Opportunities

Due to COVID-19 the IRS Tax Filing
Deadline is July 15th, 2020

Z

Tax Prep Workshop

A common
question is do |
need to file
income taxes?

The answer is
YES.

L L

If you earned

over $12,200 for the tax year or if you earned less than
this amount, but want to claim the CAL EITC, YCTC
(Young Child Tax Credit) or Federal EITC, you must file
your income tax return.

California residents who made less than $30,000 in
2019 may be eligible for up to $8,000 in state and
federal tax credits, depending on income and family
size. By filing and claiming the CAL EITC and other
available tax credits, you may receive up to $8,000.

Towards the goal of getting money into the hands of our
reentry population, this year LARRP is partnering with
Kim Watson of Lancaster’'s Project Joy, and Golden
State Opportunity, a non-profit dedicated to ending
poverty, to encourage formerly incarcerated people to
take advantage of these anti-poverty opportunities. You
can visit their website at www.caleitc4me.org to
connect with an IRS trained tax preparer who can help
you file your tax return for FREE. For more information,
please see our joint presentation.

Download the Tax Workshop

Grant Opportunities

First 5 LA Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
Consultant
Request for Proposals

First 5 LA is seeking the services of a consultant
(individual or firm) to design and implement a
comprehensive work plan to inform how we can
best approach diversity, equity and inclusion
(including implicit bias) in First 5 LA’s internal
policies and practices. (

Deadline 7/7 at 5pm

More Info

Cambridge Health Alliance

and the

Center for Health Education Equity and
Advocacy

Health Equity Scholars Program seeks participants from
a wide range of clinical fields and practices. We
encourage mid-career physicians, nurses, occupational
therapists, dentists, dieticians, pharmacists,
psychologists, social workers and other practicing
clinicians to apply for the program.

More Info and Appl

A New Member of the LARRP Team

LARRP is proud to announce we have hired Evelyn
Garcia to join the LARRP team as an Outreach and
Engagement Coordinator, serving as the project lead
in two of our partnerships, the County of Los Angeles
Probation, D.0.0.R.S. Community Reentry Center and
211 RELINC program. Evelyn'’s role includes capacity
building and advocating for clients and providers. Evelyn
will ensure up to date information on reentry resources
are integrated into the 211 databases and that they



http://center4living.org/
http://projectjoyusa.com/
http://goldenstateopportunity.org/
https://www.caleitc4me.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/a7fba810201/8d9e04d5-a5f0-4c9c-af4b-38abf07d5fba.pdf
https://www.first5la.org/funding/diversity-equity-inclusion-consultant-request-for-proposals-rfp/
https://www.healthequity.challiance.org/application

become more accessible to the broader
community. Please feel free to reach out to her at

Evelyn@lareentry.org

PARTNER EVENTS

FAIR CHANCE EMPLOYMENT
IN THE CANNABIS INDUSTRY

What Your Company Can Do to Reduce
the Harms of the War on Drugs through Hiring

Practices that Increase Equity and Diversify

Fair Chance Hiring in Cannabis

Sector

July 16th

12:00pm - 1:30pm

Join Root & Rebound for a training on Fair Chance
Hiring--hiring policies that require all applicants be given
the opportunity to introduce themselves and their
qualifications for the job before running a background
check and assessing a conviction.

REGISTER HERE

Naloxone (Narcan) Training
Tuesday August 11th 9-10am.

ELEMENTS
ORSUSH EE:

COMMUNITY DIALOGUES
FOR OUR PRESENT MOMENT

community <
dialogue
series for our present moment
by California Conference for Equality and Justice
CCEJ’s Elements of Justice community dialogue series
has been created to process the perspectives and
questions currently emerging about race, racism, and the
value of Black Lives.
e 7/19: Cross Racial Dialogue
e 7/9: White/European American Affinity Group
e 7/13: Black/African American Affinity Group
e 7/7: Pacific Islander &
Central/East/South/Southeast Asian Affinity Group
7/15: Latinx Affinity Group
7/16: Native American/Indigenous Affinity Group

CCEJ’s
Elements of
Justice

REGISTER

Training will go over all information needed to reverse an Opioid overdose.
This training is open to all- members of the community, agency staff, etc. Anyone can easily save a life with learning how

to administer Naloxone!

e Opioid Overdose Background: Learn about opioid overdose causes and trends
e Opioid Epidemic: Learn about existing efforts to combat the opioid crisis and legislative protections for naloxone

use and dispensing

e Opioid Overdose Prevention, Recognition, and Response: Learn how to correctly identify and respond to an
overdose event, including how to administer naloxone, and how to prevent future overdoses

To register, please e-mail acowan@clarematrix.org

NEWS

Featured News Story

As the urgency of releasing people from prison
becomes more apparent every day, we feature an in
depth article from Reuters around the questions
surrounding what happens after they are released

“Re-entry has been the stepchild of the criminal
Justice system,” said Jay Jordon, executive director of
NGO Californians for Safety and Justice.

“We have a system that incarcerates people, and it'’s
very sophisticated,” he said. “But when you look at
re-entry, it's funded by grants - piecemeal.”

‘Nowhere to go': U.S. pandemic
prison releases prompt housing
concerns

Reuters, June 29, 2020

By Carey L. Biron

WASHINGTON (Thomson Reuters Foundation) -
When Livia Pinheiro got out of prison, she had been
held for more than a decade - first by the state of
California, then by the federal government and finally
by immigration officials. When it was all over, she
had no home to go to.

Read more

More News Stories
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Editorial: Effective sheriff oversight

still a work in progress
By The LA Times Editorial Board
June 29, 2020

...At issue is whether now, at a time of growing public
distrust of law enforcement, county sheriffs will be able
to cling to an irresponsible and outmoded vision of
unassailable power — or whether they will instead be
subject to oversight...

Read the Editorial

In L.A., Black activists debate the
value of dialogue with police in

reform efforts

LA Times, June 29, 2020

By Leila Miller

...The 90-minute forum reflects significantly different
approaches within the Black community toward how to
create lasting change from the unrest...

Read More

California voters will be asked
whether to let 50k parolees vote in

November
Al Dia, June 25, 2020
by Ericka Conant

Read More
Lea en Espanol

AP Exclusive: New dates set to begin
federal executions

By Michael Balsamo, June 15, 2020

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Justice Department has set
new dates to begin executing federal death-row inmates
following a months long legal battle over the plan to
resume the executions for the first time since 2003

Read More

To reform or reconstruct?
LA Times, June 2020
By Sarah Parvini

Young Black activists, challenging ‘respectability politics’
of their elders, give voice to a new movement for social
change Pastor Eddie Anderson was sensing a
generational split among his fellow Black activists, and it
frustrated him.

Read more

Getting Out
NYTimes, The Sunday Read, Podcast
June 14, 2020, Reginald Dwayne Betts

In this episode of The Sunday Read, one man reflects on
what it was like to go to prison as a child and to attempt
to become an attorney upon his release. In doing so, he
asks: What is punishment in America? What is it for?
And how should we think about it?

Listen Here

LA County

Considers

' ] Reallocating
Funding from

Jails to

Diversion, Treatment Programs

#tDiversionWorks

RLN, Reporter's Desk, 06/23/2020

Los Angeles, CA—Today, the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors backed a proposal by Supervisor
Janice Hahn and coauthored by Supervisor Hilda Solis to
consider reallocating funding provided to the county
through AB109 from the jail system to alternatives to
incarceration.

“This moment is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to
get away from our over-reliance on incarceration and
invest in treatment and services,” said Supervisor Janice
Hahn, who authored the motion. “We cannot police our
way out of all of our problems—whether that be mental
iliness, or poverty, or addiction. | want to look critically at
the State funding that we currently give to our jail system
and see if there is a smarter way to spend this money.”

Read More

Punishment by Pandemic
The New Yorker, June 15, 2020
By Rachel Aviv

In a penitentiary with one of the U.S.’s largest
coronavirus outbreaks, prison terms become death
sentences

Read More

How to diversify juries: change rules

on peremptory challenges
June 11, 2020
By Brendon Woods

Read More

Floyd death propels police reformers
in key prosecutor races

Politico, 06/10/2020
By Jeremy B. White
OAKLAND, Calif. — The widespread fury over George
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Outcomes
Public Policy Inst

resulting in a booki

Read More
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Informing and improving public policy through independent, objective, nonpartisan research

Proposition 47’s Impact on Racial
Disparity in Criminal Justice

itute of California, June 2020

Magnus Lofstrom, Brandon Martin, Steven Raphael

...In recent years, California has implemented a number
of significant reforms that were not motivated by racial
disparities but might have narrowed them in a number of
ways. In this report, we extend our previous arrest work
to examine the impact of Proposition 47, which
reclassified a number of drug and property offenses from
felonies to misdemeanors, on racial disparities in arrest
and jail booking rates and in the likelihood of an arrest

ng.

While significant inequities persist in California and
elsewhere, our findings point to a reduction in pretrial
detention and a narrowing of racial disparities in key
statewide criminal justice outcomes

Floyd's death provides a sudden window of opportunity
for a national movement that has tried for years to
remake the criminal justice landscape through high-
profile prosecutor races around the country.

In Los Angeles and a series of contests in Florida and
New York, campaigns hope that demonstrators and their
allies can supply critical votes in November, converting a
generational outpouring of activism into district attorneys
with the will and authority to prosecute police officers
and advocate for broader policy changes.

Read More

Evaluating state efforts to prevent

COVID-19 deaths behind bars

Failing Grades: States’ Responses
to COVID-19 in Jails & Prisons

Prison Policy Initiative and the ACLU, June 25, 2020
By Emily Widra and Dylan Hayre

The results are clear: despite all of the information,
voices calling for action, and the obvious need, state
responses ranged from disorganized or ineffective, at
best, to callously nonexistent at worst. Even using data
from criminal justice system agencies — that is, even
using states’ own versions of this story — it is clear that
no state has done enough and that all states failed to
implement a cohesive, system-wide response.

Read the Report

No Excuses:

Investments

June 2020

NO EXC

RATION
o ITH
INVESTMENTS
IN REENTRY
SERVICES

Governors Must Pursue
Decarceration Along With

In Reentry Services

The Justice Collaborative Institute White Paper
By Brie Williams and Leann Bertsch

Download the White Paper

T IO

Discrimination Persists in California

Jury Selection
Equal Justice Initiative, June 29, 2020

A new study from the Berkeley Law Death Penalty Clinic
found that California prosecutors routinely strike Black
and Latino prospective jurors—and the state’s appellate
courts have failed to meaningfully address racial
discrimination in jury selection.

It has been illegal for more than a century to remove a
person from a jury because of their race, but people of
color continue to be excluded from jury service because
of their race, especially in serious criminal trials and
death penalty cases.

Read More
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