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LARRP UNDERSCORES ACLU’S FINDING THAT L.A. DEATH PENALTY 

PRACTICE IS BROKEN, DISCRIMINATORY, AND FISCALLY 

IRRESPONSIBLE  

Los Angeles, California: The Los Angeles Regional Reentry Partnership 

(LARRP) applauded the ACLU for spotlighting Los Angeles County’s alarming 

death penalty practices. Los Angeles County has put more people on death row 

than anywhere else in the nation. Among the alarming findings, the ACLU paper 

reviews all of the death penalty cases since District Attorney Jackie Lacey took 

office and finds that all 22 people who have received death sentences are people 

of color. A significant percentage of them received ineffective representation and 

were represented by attorneys who were previously or subsequently suspended or 

disbarred, or who are currently facing potential disbarment. 

Despite Governor Gavin Newsom’s statewide moratorium on the death penalty 

issued in March and the opposition Los Angelenos have repeatedly expressed at 

the ballot boxes, L.A. County continues to pursue the death penalty. LARRP, a 

countywide network of public, community and faith-based agencies and 

advocates working together to ensure that our reentry system meets the needs of 

our agencies, communities, and the people we serve, both in terms of capacity and 

public policy, has long argued that death penalty is discriminatory, extremely 

costly, and irreparably broken.  

Statement of Troy F. Vaughn, LARRP Executive Director and Co-Founder: 

“Now is the time to stop the egregious death penalty practice in LA County. The 

death penalty is immoral, unfair and, as Governor Newsom said in issuing his 

moratorium, an error-ridden failure. The system is plagued with racial 

disparities, sending the troubling message that in our criminal justice system 

African American lives are less valuable than those of white people. We at 

LARRP demand an end to the death penalty in Los Angeles.”  

Statement of Cassandra Stubbs, Director, ACLU Capital Punishment 

Project: 



“LA County is an example of everything wrong with the death penalty.  Abysmal 

defense lawyering, geographic disparities, and racial bias are the legacy of Los 

Angele’s unfair and discriminatory use of the death penalty. Los Angeles is one of 

the largest drivers of death sentences nationwide, despite the repeated rejection of 

the death penalty at the ballot box by Los Angeles voters. DA Lacey should take a 

step forward for racial justice and help end America’s failed experiment with the 

death penalty by announcing she will no longer tolerate death penalty cases 

under her watch.” 
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