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LARRP Leadership Featured at the LA County Strategic Plan
Convening on October 31, 2018

LARRP's Executive Director and Co-Founder, Rev. Troy Vaughn, was asked
to be the keynote speaker at this all staff County Conference to share his
lived experience in the criminal justice system and his vision for a more
humane and successful reentry system. Troy also moderated the Lived
Experience Panel which featured LARRP Board member and Center
for Living and Learning Executive Director, Maria Alexander, LA Chamber
Director of Smart Justice, Gerald Feeney, ARC Policy Coordinator
Kent Mendoza, Romarilyn Ralston of Project Rebound, and ODR Deputy
Director Corrin Buchanan.
At the end of the conference the County signaled a firm commitment to
establishing more robust partnerships with CBOs and increasing the hiring of
people with lived experience. You can read about the County's Strategic Plan
here: https://www.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016-2021https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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County-Strategic-Plan-Final.pdf

Time Done Concert at The Greek Theatre

LARRP coordinated and implemented another successful record
change clinic at the Time Done concert put on by Californians for
Safety and Justice (CSJ), on October 21 st,, at The Greek
Theatre. We were able to provide free record changing services
through the Los Angeles County Public Defenders Office and could
not have been so successful if it wasn't for the many Amity
Foundation student volunteers that came out and supported the
clinic.

Nipsey Hussle and Ty
Dolla $ign Headline
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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Free #TimeDone
Campaign Brining
Awareness to the
Past Conviction Crisis

The concert served as
a launching pad to raise
awareness of legal
prohibitions on job and
housing eligibility,
other barriers that 70 million Americans living with a past
conviction face after completing prison sentences.

Read Time Done Article

LA Free The Vote Campaign Experience by
Kent Mendoza of the Anti-Recidivism Coalition

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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When I was incarcerated between the ages of 15- 20, I was stripped
of many things. I lost my freedom for 5 years and gained a criminal
background conviction that followed me upon my release in 2014.
Since the day I came home, I committed myself to being the voice for
those that don't have one, are not being heard, and who are still
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880

Page 5 of 22

Gmail - November LARRP Newsletter

11/5/18, 8'25 PM

incarcerated searching for some type of hope within a dehumanizing
system. I knew from that day I came home that it was my
responsibility and civic duty to use my story to inspire and change the
mindsets of those that don't really understand the formerly
incarcerated and the many barriers we encounter once we come
home.
For the past 2 weeks, I volunteered for the #LAFreeTheVote
campaign to get as many system impacted individuals, specifically
those on probation, registered to vote. Many of these individuals can
vote, but either doesn't know they can, have not been informed about
the issues taking place in their communities, and/or simply don't vote
because they find no value in doing so. Often times they don't vote
because they think that their vote won't matter or believe that even if
they do vote, nothing will change. The fact is that every single vote
matters, ESPECIALLY from those that have been affected by a
system that can change IF enough people go out and vote. Our votes
can literally help ensure that CA appoints good-judges, DA's,
Senators, Assmeblymembers, the next Governor, and many other
things such as ballot initiatives and county measures. These elected
officials and policy initiatives are what determines how our
communities will be funded and treated so it is definitely important for
all of us to vote.
While I stood outside the Crenshaw and Exposition Probation Office
waiting to registered people to vote, I realized that many of the
probationers I talked to felt like, "the system is broken and even if I
vote, they will still find ways to keep us from voting." I learned how
much more we needed to do. I learned that we needed not to only
registered folks to vote but also educate them on the importance of
their participation and the issues that they can have a say on through
voting. We have to educate each other and stay woke on everything
that is put up for a vote on November 6. We need everyone in our
community incarcerated, incarcerated and free, to get out and vote on
Tuesday.
#LAFreeVote

National Expungement Week (Oct 22-27)
LARRP was proud to participate in National Expungement Week
by hosting a free legal clinic at LA Trade Tech College last
Sunday October 27, as part of a Cannabis Expo organized by
the National Diversity and Inclusion Cannabis Alliance (NDICA),
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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which seeks to help people of color and other impacted
communities enter the booming cannabis industry.
Here's a picture from the event featuring guest author below
Sugar Kopplin Easley, who volunteered at Sunday's clinic after
receiving expungement services at a LARRP free clinic in
September. Read Sugar's story below.
(Also pictured LARRP Board Member Lynne Lyman, NDICA
Executive Director Bo Money and other volunteers)

By Sugar Kopplin Easley
September 8, 2018 was the first of many great days to come.
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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It was the day I received assistance changing my criminal
record and reclaiming my life back from a decision I made
decades ago while experiencing a bad marriage coupled with
domestic violence. Today, with the assistance from the LA
County Public Defenders, at a free legal clinic organized by
LARRP and NDICA, I would finally be able to put that past
behind me, get my paperwork done to expunge my records
once and for all. No longer would I have the stigma of being a
criminal. No longer would I have to check that box on
employment applications because I chose to remove myself
from a domestic violence situation. Today, I would begin anew,
have a fresh start.
After arriving at the expungement clinic held at Holy Trinity
AME in Long Beach, signing in, and finding a seat, I began to
chat with others who were there for the same. Our purpose:
expungement. It was as if we were all in unison. Our desire to
experience change, to have a fresh beginning, some hope of
having a better life than the one we were currently
experiencing was something I surely could look forward to.
After much time spent filling out paperwork, speaking with the
attorneys and having case paperwork processed and explained,
my court filings were prepared and District Attorneys (DAs)
were ready to be served.
When I arrived home, I made the calls and started the process
of filing and serving. It was at that time I decided to also attend
the hearings, even though I was told it wasn't necessary. I just
wanted to be a part of the process. I felt it was important.
After all, this was something that has been plaguing me for
decades. Why wouldn't I want to be there to hear what is being
said? I knew I wanted them to see who I was, just as much as I
wanted to see who they were. Who were these people who had
been controlling the way I exist in society - at least on paper?
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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I received the notice from the courts with the hearing dates.
October 10th - Expungement #1; October 12th - Expungement
#2; Expungement #3 - TBD. I prepared to go. I took the time
to write down what I've been up to, should I have a moment to
tell. I felt it was necessary to let them know that, although
these cases had a negative effect on my financial capabilities,
and at times I have needed to receive public assistance, I was
able to give back to my community by volunteering for the
California PTA as a fundraiser and two year term President,
bringing much needed funding to local schools; that I am also a
social justice activist helping to connect, organizing parent
groups and neighborhood associations so students could
complete their required community service; and organizing
other PTA's to collaborate on local Measure TT (2008) bringing
over $171 million to renovate our school campuses.
After PTA, I got involved with a local collective, returned to
school, learned about mass incarceration and started
volunteered for Drug Policy Alliance (DPA) to help bring about
change dismantling the war on drugs; winning two scholarships
from DPA to attend the 2015 and 2017 International Drug
Policy Reform Conference, with the great opportunity to lobby
on Capitol Hill for bills to reduce overdose deaths and end
federal cannabis prohibition. I also volunteered and supported
Prop 64 and attended the 2016 Democratic Convention. I am a
social justice activist for criminal justice reform and cannabis
social equity. I was prepared, just in case.
Upon attending the first Expungement hearing, I was met by
the Public Defender, who was surprised to see me. Most people
don't show up. He was impressed that I not only showed up but
wanted to be a part of the process. He represented me. I didn't
get to speak but I was there. It was empowering. And, most of
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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all, I was granted my expungement. I was excited and ready to
celebrate but I knew this was just the beginning, that I had two
more before my job was complete. So, I had gelato to
celebrate. That was good enough.
On Friday, I showed up again for Expungement #2. This time, no
Public Defender. Just me, the District Attorney and the Judge.
All went well. I even got to tell my story. What a feeling it was
to be able to stand before the judge and all who had judged me
before, to let them know I was nothing like what they thought,
that I was better than anything they could have assumed.
When the judge said that he was impressed and he "couldn't
wait to see what I do without a record," I felt like I had
accomplished my goal of letting the courts know who I had
become through all the trials and tribulations, that I was a
stronger woman because of it. And the ultimate goal was
accomplished. Expungement was granted. Two down, one to
go!
Leaving that courthouse, I felt overwhelmed with joy, sheer
exhilaration! When I got home, my emotions got the best of
me. I could not stop crying from the joy and freedom I felt.
Going to the hearings was the best choice I could have ever
made. It made me a part of my life changing experience. Once I
was composed again, I decided to take myself shopping to
celebrate. Thank you LARRP, NDICA, and the tireless team of
LA County Public Defenders led by Ms. Pam Johnson. This has
changed my life forever! Last and final Expungement #3, here I
come. Look out world. Sugar is on her way.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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Section 2

Section 2: LARRP Meetings
LARRP General Meeting
LAST MEETING OF 2018
Thursday, November 8th
9:30 AM to 12:00 PM at the Amity Foundation
Reentry & Employment Services - An Comprehensive Update
Getting and keeping a quality job is a critical step for returning citizens
in our community. This presentation will provide an update on a wide
range of employment services available now across LA County for
individuals involved in the criminal justice system. Guests will
include:
Robert Sainz
Sainz, City of LA, Economic & Workforce
Development Dept. (EWDD)
Caroline Torosis
Torosis, County of LA, Workforce Development
Aging & Community Services (WDACS)
Katie Camp
Camp, City of LA, Mayor's Office of Reentry
How can you and those you serve access the America Job Centers of
California (AJCCs) located across the city and county? Learn about
various programs, including New Roads to Second Chances, Project
ImPACT, InVest, LA:RISE, the City's Targeted Local Hire Program
(TLHP), and more. Learn about these programs as well as
opportunities for new reentry/employment funding coming in 2019.

Register Here

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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Ad-Hoc Voter Engagement Committee
Final Meeting of the Year TBD

Housing Committee @ HOPICS
November 15th, 1:30 to 3:00 PM

Employment Committee
See you in 2019!

Everyday People
Expungement Fair
December 1st
Tired of those collateral
consequences holding you
back from actualizing your full
potential?
LARRP is back with the
FREE Everyday People
Expugement Fair at the
Amity Foundation on
Saturday, December 1st,
from
10:00 am to 1:00 pm!
Please share with your case workers and managers, networks,
and people you know! Register today!

Registration
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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Sec 3

Section 3: Partner Events
SAVE THE DATE December 2nd A New Way of
Life 20th Annual
Gala:
REMEMBERING
THE WOMEN

A New Way of Life
returns with their
20th Annual Gala
with the theme
"Remembering The
Women".
Pleas RSVP today as
seats will fill up fast
for the largest gala
related to reentry!

Get ANOWL Gala Tickets

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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Sec 4

Section 4: In The News...
They Want To Register
Voters In Jail. The Sheriff
Won't Let Them Inside To
Do It.
They face a big obstacle: The
Orange County Sheriff's
Department, currently led by
Sandra Hutchens, won't let them set foot inside the jail to talk
about voting. Instead they must wait outside, across the
street, where they approach inmates as they're released and
ask them to register.
Read Huff Post Article

Women Ignored in
Incarceration Reform

Eighty-two percent of
women in jails suffer
from alcohol or drug
addiction, and many of
them are poor and
struggle with mental
health issues.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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Read Article

California Will Offer Parole
For 4,000 'three-strike'
Prisoners Facing Life
Sentences
In a reversal of a
controversial rule that
disproportionately sentenced
mentally ill and African-American inmates to life in prison for
petty crimes, California will allow all non-violent prisoners under
the Three Strikes Act to seek parole.
Read Article

SB 439 Becomes Law,
Ending the Prosecution of
Children Under 12

SB 439 is a victory for youth
justice advocates, legislative
leaders, and community-based organizations, but, above all, for
the hundreds of children and families each year who were
drawn, unnecessarily, into the justice system.
Read Article

MacArthur Foundation
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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awards millions to cut
jail populations
In all, 13 cities and counties
will receive between $350,000
and $4 million each to
implement criminal justice
reforms to reduce jail
populations. 12 others will
receive $50,000 grants to start innovative programs aiming to do the
same.

Read Article

Call for Submissions: A
World Without Cages
We are looking for creative
work about life in jail, prison
and immigrant detention
centers. Deadline for
submissions is November 16th!

Read Guidelines

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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REPORT - Getting Back on Course: Educational
exclusion and attainment amount formerly
incarcerated people
Using data from the National Former Prisoner Survey, this report
reveals that formerly incarcerated people are often relegated to
the lowest rungs of the educational ladder; more than half hold
only a high school diploma or GED, and a quarter hold no credential
at all.

Read Report

Reimagining Prison Web
Report
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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The harsh conditions within prison have been demonstrated
neither to ensure safety behind the walls nor to prevent crime
and victimization in the community.
Read Vera Report

sec 5

Section 5: CALL TO ACTION
From the LARRP team to you...
GET OUT AND VOTE

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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GET OUT AND VOTE
Weekend Early Voting Available
Saturday and Sunday (October 27-28 &
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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November 3-4)
Early Voting Site Locator
If you can't make it to your polling place on Tuesday,
November 6th don't worry, we will have 10 locations open
two weekends before the November 6th General
Election (October 27-28 and November 3-4)
3-4). You don't
need to bring anything with you, but we do recommend
having your Sample Ballot booklet. Additionally, there is no
restriction on where to go, you can visit any Weekend Early
Voting site.
If you have any questions please contact us at (800) 8152666.
Important Things to Know Before Arriving:
1. These locations are also drop-off locations. If you
already have your Vote by Mail ballot you do not need
to wait in line.
2. You will not be using the ink-a-vote system used at a
polling place. You will fill in your selections on a Vote by
Mail ballot.
3. If you are in line before 4pm you will be able to vote.
4. If you missed the registration deadline for this election
you will still be able to vote. Under California Election
Law, Conditional Voter Registration (CVR) allows a
prospective voter to conditionally register and cast a
provisional ballot.
Lastly, If you missed the registration deadline YOU CAN STILL
VOTE! Show up 8am-4pm Oct 26-27/Nov. 3-4th to do same
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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day registration and voting at the location nearest you! Check
it out, spread the word!

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6db8594f74&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1615987938927814880
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