
  
 

AB 535: Restoring Jury Service Rights for the 

Rehabilitated  
 
Summary: 

 

AB 535 eliminates the unjust exclusion of people 

with felony convictions from jury service by 

reinstating their civil right to jury eligibility.  

 

Background: 

 

Under current law, jury duty is mandated for all 

U.S. citizens.  However, California bars all people 

with any felony conviction from serving as a trial 

juror for the remainder of his or her entire life.   

 

At any given time in California, nearly 300,000 

people are incarcerated for a felony conviction. The 

vast majority will complete their sentences and 

return to their communities, joining hundreds of 

thousands of people who are preemptively barred 

from jury service.  A disproportionate percentage of 

these people are African-American and Latino. 

 

The blanket exclusion of people with felony 

convictions, without the individualized 

consideration afforded to other citizens during voir 

dire (preliminary examination where prospective 

jurors are questioned about their backgrounds and 

potential biases before being selected to sit on a 

jury), perpetuates harmful stereotypes and unfair 

generalizations about all formerly incarcerated 

persons.  With 1 out of every 6 African American 

men incarcerated in the United States, these 

widesweeping assumptions have damaging 

consequences on entire demographics of people. 

 

In 1974, Californians approved Proposition 10 to 

amend the state Constitution and restore the right to 

vote for individuals convicted of a felony. If the 

ultimate goal of our justice system is to correct and 

rehabilitate our incarcerated population, then we 

must not continue to punish and restrict these 

persons’ rights of being fully contributing members 

of society upon the completion of their sentence. 

 

Need for legislation: 

 

Current law makes all persons eligible to be 

prospective trial jurors, except persons who have 

been convicted of malfeasance in public office or a 

felony, and whose civil rights have not been 

restored.  Restoring ones civil rights after a felony 

conviction is a lengthy and daunting task, requiring 

either a Governor’s Pardon or a Certificate of 

Rehabilitation from a Superior Court Judge.   

 

Jury service presents the opportunity for 

empowerment, the encouragement of civic duty, 

and commitment to governmental procedures.  

Excluding those who have had a previous felony 

conviction from this form of civic participation is 

inconsistent with the notion of fully restoring their 

dignity and rights, and most importantly, their 

rehabilitation toward becoming productive members 

of society.  Ultimately, in order to have a jury that 

truly reflects the community’s population, it is 

imperative that formerly incarcerated persons who 

have served their debt to society are eligible to 

participate. 

 

This bill: 

 

AB 535 will amend section 203(a)(5) of the Code of 

Civil Procedure to make a person eligible to be a 



Contact: Ryan Morimune, Office of Assemblymember Reggie Jones-Sawyer, (916) 319-2059, ryan.morimune@asm.ca.gov 

prospective juror without regard to past criminal 

conviction excluding forgery, perjury, bribery, 

malfeasance in office, or other high crimes.  

Eligible and qualified individuals with past criminal 

convictions will:  

 

 Engage in civic responsibility and exercise 

their full citizenship right to participate in 

the democratic process 

 Increase the pool of eligible and available 

jurors for service 

 Serve on trial juries as a result of individual 

review and determination of any and all 

qualified  jurors through voir dire  

 Rebuild self-esteem and confidence in the 

judicial process 

 

Cost Analysis:  

 

There is no economic burden or additional cost to 

California taxpayers. 

 

Support: 

 

 A New Way of Life (Co-Sponsor) 

 Legal Services for Prisoners with Children 

(Co-Sponsor) 

 

Contact: 

 

Ryan Morimune  

Office of Assemblymember Reggie Jones-Sawyer 

(916) 319-2059 

ryan.morimune@asm.ca.gov   

 

Lawrence Foy 

Public Policy Director 

A New Way of Life 

(323) 563-3575  

lfoy@anewwayoflife.org  

 

Endria Richardson 

Policy Director 

Legal Services for Prisoners with Children 

(510) 484-9214 

endria@prisonerswithchildren.org  
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