
  
 

AB 1578: Protecting Californians Against Federal 

Attacks on Lawful Marijuana Activity  
 
Summary:   

 

AB 1578 will protect Californians who are operating 

lawfully under our state laws by providing that absent 

a court order, local and state agencies, including 

regulators and law enforcement, shall not assist in any 

federal enforcement against state authorized medical 

cannabis or commercial or noncommercial marijuana 

activity.  

 

Background: 

 

In 1996, California voters approved Proposition 215, 

to allow persons to use marijuana upon the 

recommendation of a physician. 

 

In 2008, then-Attorney General Jerry Brown issued 

guidance on medical marijuana to help law 

enforcement agencies perform their duties effectively 

and to assist patients and caregivers on how to 

produce and access medical marijuana legally. 

 

In 2013, the US Department of Justice issued 

guidance to federal attorneys and law enforcment 

agencies, which provided that states that had a robust, 

funded and effective regulation and enforcement 

system to control marijuana cultivation and 

distribution - and prevented diversion of marijuana to 

minors, illegal markets, and/or across state lines - 

would not be prioritized for federal law enforcement. 

 

In 2015, Governor Jerry Brown signed bills to 

regulate and control medical cannabis, requiring that 

individuals and companies could apply for licenses to 

cultivate, transport, test, store, distribute, and sell 

medical cannabis products. Collectively, these bills 

are referred to as the Medical Cannabis Regulation 

and Safety Act (MCRSA), which comport with 

federal guidelines articulated in the 2013 memo. 

 

In 2016, the voters of California overwhelming 

approved Proposition 64, the Adult Use of Marijuana 

Act, which provided that adults 21 and over could 

purchase and possess a limited amount of marijuana 

for personal use. Prop 64 built upon the regulatory 

framework created by MCRSA. 

 

Need for legislation: 

 

The prior presidential administration provided 

assurances that if California developed a robust 

regulatory and enforcement system for medical or 

personal marijuana use by adults, California residents 

who complied with state laws and regulations would 

have a reasonable expectation that they would not be 

subject to harassment, arrest or incarceration by the 

federal government. 

 

However, given the current President and new Federal 

Attorney General’s suggested crackdown on the 

recreational use of marijuana, using state and local 

resources for the administration’s agenda is an 

overreach that would completely undermine both the 

will of California voters and the laws approved by our 

State Legislature.  As such, it is prudent to pass state 

legislation on this matter to prevent the misuse of 

resources, which are funded by our state and local 

taxes. 

 

This bill: 

 

AB 1578 adds a section to the Health & Safety Code 

to ensure that absent a court order signed by a judge, a 

state or local agency (including law enforcement and 

regulatory agencies) shall NOT: 
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 Use agency resources to assist a federal 

agency to investigate, detain, report, or arrest a 

person for marijuana activity authorized by 

state law. 

 Respond to a request by a federal agency for 

information about a person who is authorized 

to possess, cultivate, transport, manufacture, 

or sell marijuana or marijuana products, if that 

request is made to enforce federal laws. 

 Provide information about a person who has 

applied for or received a license to operate 

legally under state marijuana laws. 

 

Support: 

 

 Drug Policy Alliance (Sponsor) 

 

Contact: 

 

Ryan Morimune  

Office of Assemblymember Reggie Jones-Sawyer 

916-319-2059 

ryan.morimune@asm.ca.gov   
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